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Is there any doubt that Lee 
Harvey Oswald will belong to 
the dramatists of the future just 
as surely as John F. Kennedy 
will belong to the historians ? In 
time there will be plays, operas, 
ballets, novels and poems. Our 
grandchildren will see “Marina” 
dance, they will hear a baritone 
in the role of “Lee,” and they 
will watch someone like Shirley 
Booth take full, unchallenged 
possession of a stage in the role 
of “Marguerite.” Theirs is the 
social horror tale of the times 
we live in. It is all there: social 


source of speculation and in- 
terest. Chief Justice Warren 
has said it will be beyond our 
lifetime before all the records 
of the proceedings are made 
public. Congressman Ford is the 
first commission member to 
publish independently, but any- 
one who anticipates an inside 
report will be disappointed, 
i It is Oswald who intrigues 
Klim, and Portrait of the As- 
fcarfirt essentially is just an 
(editing job of commission tes- 
timony so that, rearranged in 
chronological order, it tells the 
running story of his life. Even 
the perfunctory prose introduc- 
tions at the beginning of each 
new chapter are only condensa- 
tions of still more of the testi- 
mony. Congressman Ford says 
in his introduction that the 
;|Warren Report presents, “per- 
:(haps for the first time in his- 
Jtory, everything essential to a 
'iron fiction novel.” And every- 
‘'ncmng^y available, except fresh 
material. - 


paranoia, the classic Mama 
young men despise, a clash of 
cultures, the impact of political 
fanaticism on personal life, 
a wifely yearning for affluent 
trappings, the fitful, tortured 
marital relationship between 
people who are hostages to their 
own compulsive desires and 
needs, all set against a looming 
background and atmosphere of 
terrible, forthcoming violence. 

“It’s just like a novel” Michi- 
gan’s conservative Representa- 
tive Gerald R. Ford surely 
must have made such a remark 
to his special Warren Commis- 
sion assistant, John R. Stiles, at 
some point during the ten long 
months they sat together and 
listened to the story of Lee 
Oswald’s life. The result is this 
book, which they, have pasted 
together. 

The still-secret contents of 
the deliberative sessions of the 
Warren Commission remain a 


About the only brief personal 
comment Rep. Ford allows him- 
self is an opinion that Oswald’s 
biggest problem was that “in his 
life he had had no meaningful 
human relationships.” By golly; 
“when one meddles with a social 
institution as basic to meaning- ! 
ful human relationships as the 
‘family’ ... I for one believe 1 
we are on unsafe ground,” he 
proclaims. He even hints that I 
liberal social legislation may be 
a danger in this regard. “If one i 
thinks that through an act of 
Congress some government 
agency can supplant the re- 
sponsibility of the individual 
with an appropriation or a law, 

I for one look at the proposal 
with a critical eye,” he says. i 

J A similarly conservative ap- < 
raisal causes one to wonder 
r hy this book was ever pub- 
shed. Since it adds nothing 
ew and fails to improve upon 
ie old, is it really needed ? 



